
Thank you Rabbi. I would like to begin by saying that my wife Sue and I both wish
a G'mar Hatimah Tovah (May You Be Sealed for a Good Year in the Book of Life)
to each and every one of you here this evening.

And now, a personal note:

As your president for the last year, I have had decisions that needed to be made,
rules that needed to be enforced, and many things that had to get done. There
were deadlines and stresses.

Have you ever felt like you’re invisible? Whether you’re a new student starting at
a new school, or at a new job with a giant company that’s a big employer, at a
huge party where you hardly know anyone, or a new member at a new-to-you
synagogue? Feeling like you are invisible, that no one knows you’re there, and
even worse, no one cares that you’re there? That feeling really sucks.

We frequently hear of pro athletes, or show biz people, talk about the need to
“give back”. Usually this comes from multi-gazillionaire athletes and show biz
folks, who grew up poor and now feel compelled, for as long as they’re earning
the big bucks, to share some of their newly earned wealth with those less
fortunate.

But for us Jews, “giving back” has always been a core part of our heritage going
back to Avraham Avinu. Abraham was ultra-hospitable to strangers, travelers and
to guests. Abraham was a successful guy with lots of flocks and employees, and
hospitality was one of his ways of “giving back”. Or, how the way to the Promised
Land, B’nai Yisroel voluntarily gave T’rumah, a free-will offering, in the midst of
their 40-year desert wandering, to finance the construction and maintenance of
the Mishkan, which was the traveling tabernacle containing the Ten
Comandments, just as all of you are doing nowadays by supporting Tifereth Israel
via our new and popular T’rumah program. You’re donating, which is “giving
back”. The real name for “giving back” is tzedakah. Tzedakah is one of the three
cornerstones of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. You’ve heard us sing it a million
times. (U’shuvah, u-t’filah and u-t’zdakah….maaveerin et roah ha gizayraw)



Repentance, prayer and charity will hopefully give us a favorable Yom Kippur
outcome from Hashem starting tomorrow night.

However, the Talmud states that while one’s ability to give monetary tzedakah
might possibly be limited for some people, there is no limit to tzedakah’s moral,
non-cash equivalent, gemilut chasidim, or acts of lovingkindness.

T’zedakah and gemilut chasidim are how we “make a difference”. It’s not just lip
service and talking-the-talk, but it’s walking-the-walk, and/or putting your money
where your mouth is.

Giving somebody a real job who desperately needs one very much, and making,
and allowing them, to earn their money with dignity, qualifies.

Volunteering your time and sweat to our synagogue by serving on a committee or
helping us with manual labor on a Honey Do Day, also counts.

Baking our Shabbat pastry goodies with the women of our Sisterhood is another
one.

Coming to a morning minyan just to do what you can to make sure that a
mourner, or someone observing yahrtzeit, actually has a 10-person minyan
present, so as to allow them to recite the Kaddish for their deceased loved one,
isn’t merely a mitzvah, but a huge act of gemilut Chasidim.

And the same goes for those who usher for us, including everyone ushering
throughout the building at this very moment as I speak, and those who do and
have done so throughout these High Holy days. And finally, thank you for giving
back, to Barbara Jacobs, Amparo Goldman and, sometimes, David Ogul, who are
there virtually every Saturday morning, greeting our Shabbat worshippers as they
arrive and enter this magnificent sanctuary.

Not one of these things about which I just spoke involve making a cash donation,
yet, all of them are virtually just as important and just as valuable as is money.

Our tradition teaches us that we all have a moral obligation to “make a
difference” by the way we live. We’re obligated as Jews to take care of the widow



and the orphan. We must never put a literal or metaphorical stumbling block
before the blind or the weak. We Jews are supposed to be ethical & honest,
trustworthy & true. The list goes on. This is not news for you.

These are ways we can all “make a difference”.

As I stand before you tonight, I know that, for almost 25% of you……. that’s
right…….for close to one out of four people here this evening, this is either your
first High Holy Days with us at Tifereth Israel or maybe it’s your second one. Many
of you newer members may not know too many of us (deep breath) oh, let’s call
us “longer tenured members”. Those of us who’ve been here for a while have a
moral obligation, like Abraham did, of making strangers and newcomers feel
comfortable and welcome. The easiest way to do so is to walk up to somebody
you don’t know, extend your hand, introduce yourself, ask them who they are,
and welcome them into our kehillah. It’s that easy. Every single one of us ought to
be doing it all the time.

My friends, unlike some congregations, we don’t have assigned seating for High
Holy Days here at Tifereth Israel, and, when I composed this speech, way back
when, I had absolutely no idea who’ll be sitting where. But, from up here I see
faces I don’t know. Many of you know I’m not great at rapidly learning people’s
names but I’m pretty good on faces, so I know who I don’t know. Let me show you
all how it is done.

(enter audience. Look for newcomer. Introduce and get to know).

It is that easy. You might just make a new friend. You might not. What I do know,
is that what you WILL do is this:

YOU will make a difference in a newcomer’s comfort level here at their new shul.

We want everyone to LIKE coming to Tifereth Israel, and for everyone to bring
others to Tifereth Israel, and the easiest and simplest way to accomplish that is to
be sincere and friendly to folks you do not know to increase their comfort level
here.



As I said during my address to you a year ago on last Kol Nidre night, we here at
Tifereth Israel, strive to make everyone who comes here looking for a Jewish life,
to feel accepted and comfortable, no matter where they’re from, regardless of
what economic or demographic group they’re in.

So-----let’s all of us here tonight pledge to make a difference----a positive
difference--- in somebody else’s life---during this High Holy Day season. Let’s
make sure nobody feels invisible here at Tifetreth Israel. Fulfilling this pledge
won’t cost you a dime.

Your influence counts. Use it.

It’s our Jewish heritage. It’s our custom. And yes, it’s our duty.

Thank you for listening.

Tzom kal…..an easy fast to all. Shalom.


